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Franz Kafka's novel Tha Castle tells the paradoxical story of a surveyor
ramod "K” and his impossiblo attempt to enter a castle that had been
ot to him by its owners, Over the course of the bock the reader grasps
tha uwmunllltv that reigns Brvund the fortress, creating a desperate
between the castle ond the per This
person, who becomes increasingly dehumanised and degraded, can do
nothing against a system that uses symbolic and physical violance,

Coercion ar [ f per to prevent

him from reaching his goal

The castle [read Eurof ises security, i order and plays
tal role in choosing its new “citizens™—only with certain

qualities and conditions can enter.

This project will attempt to document the different types of economy that
arise sround the idea of the border: the formal or linear economy [“within
the walls"] of immigrants who reside legally in the European Economic
Community and have regulated jobs—which include paid vacations; the
informal or circular economy, a borderline commercial space which
fluctuates between the “legal” and the “alegal”; and the illegal or invisible
economy l‘mded\ewaﬂs'} run by the mafia, which takes advantage
of the despes of “irregular” i trying ta improve their fives,
Here the border s understood as a huge system of palitical and economic
contral in which human beings are seen as just another form of
merchandise.
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On 14 June 1985, the German Federal Aepublc, France, Bag-ml.uwnnm
and The Nett

Onthe crceatin cfpaspia i e v cars ot Sgratorias Tha oy
European countries signed the Conventian between 1985 and 2001

The agreement’s reguiations establsh visas, nganous controls and a very
selective system for granting work permits to immagrants with the goal of

flegal imrrugration and the
of peopia who are not residents of the Eurgpean Econoric Commurity.

Inthe facs of ther fallrs n the fgh: aguinst clndtine mmigration, EEC
member "etrated a Gessie o e o forcn

and ather countries in the rogion to tike Wn’lﬂyh cortroding
emigration by the Eviropesn Unkon's borters anel promisang extzrese:
economic aid These courtries. n the words of Mohamed Khachan, ans Ui
beng called upon to act as “subcontractors” and the “advance guards” of
European imimigration pokcy, doing Eunopss dity work and canyng out "af-
site” repression far from European pubic: opiion 1n this vy the EL hos bogun
& sublthe etervsion of £ geogrophicol bourdares, comwerting northern Affics
into @ buffer zone in which immigrants’ destinies are ployed out
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In August and September 2005 three Sub-Saharan youths died
trying to scele the fence at Melilla, presumably because of the
force used by police in riat gear. Their deaths set off the tragic
avents of the nights of 29 September and 6 October in which,
following & massive assault in the enclosure, 11 migrants were
killed by gunfire. By all accounts, the shots were fired by the
Moraccan security forces.

Over the next two days extensive roids were carried out by the
Moraccan National Police, Auxiliary Forces and Armed Forces, in
which most of the migrants lwing in the woods near Ceuta and
Melila were detained, The detainees were transferred to the south
of the country by bus and abandoned in the desert without food or
water.

The UN demands that the human rights of migrants attempting
to enter Spain be respected,

ABC, 8/10/2005

New York

The Secretary General of the United Nations, Kofi Annan, today
expressed his deep coneern for the “very serious situation” of migrants
trying 10 ctoss the border between Motocco and Spain end urged all
governments to manage the movements of people crossing borders
in a more effective manner.

Doctors without Borders accuses Rabat of abandoning 800
migrants in the desert.

Gara, /1012005

$0S Racism today denounced the fact that 24 migrants have died
of thirst in the desert, according to reports confirmed by the non-
governmental organisation, “as a result of Moroeco’s policy of
removing migrants expelled from Spanish territory to the country’s
southern border, in the middle of the Sahara Desert, und leaving
them to die.” For its part, Doctors Without Borders announced that
at least 800 people of Sub-Saharun origin had been taken in the past
Few days by the Moroeean government fron the area around Melilly
to the southwest, in the desert on the border with Algeria.

Madrid and Rabat back down after the Doctors Without Borders®
denunciation.

Gara, 9/10/2005

Marocen began today to repatriate the thousand or so Sub-Saharan
migrants who were abandoned in the desert by the Kingdom's
authoritics as a result of Spanish pressure to pat an end ta the assauls
an the enclosures around Centa and Melilla,
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Eliseo Oliveras, £l Peviddica de Aragdn, 13/110/2003

(...)The European Commissioner for Justice, Freedom and Sccurity, Franco
Frattini, stated that “Spain is doing everything it can to reinforce its control
overits intemational borders” but insisted that the problem is “ruly European”,
Moracco, Frattini added, making significant efforts to halt illegal
immigration”, but he acknowledged thal “there are limits to what it can
accomplish on its own™ if the European Union does not guickly provide
“substantial levels of aid”. In addition to the 40 million euros promised to
Moroceo two years ago, the European Commission indicated that it might
adjust other programs in order to provide additional assistance of 15 10 20
millian euros in 2006. Rabat, however, believes that this figure s far below
the real cost of managing the crisis alone.
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